
 

 
 

Adams, Canyon, Gem, Owyhee, Payette and Washington Counties 

 
SPECIAL BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, July 23, 2020 
 
 

BOARD MEMBERS:  
Georgia Hanigan, Commissioner, Payette County (in attendance via videoconference) 
Nate Marvin, Commissioner, Washington County (in attendance via videoconference) 
Tom Dale, Commissioner, Canyon County - present 
Kelly Aberasturi, Commissioner, Owyhee County - present 
Viki Purdy, Commissioner, Adams County – present 
Sam Summers, MD, Physician Representative – present (pending reappointment) 
Bryan Elliott, Commissioner, Gem County - present 
     
STAFF MEMBERS:   
In person: Nikki Zogg, Katrina Williams 
Via videoconference: Jaime Aanensen, Doug Doney, Troy Cunningham, Clay Roscoe, Ashley Anderson, 
Ricky Bowman, Mike Kane (legal counsel) 
 
GUESTS: Approximately 80 members of the public and media 
 
Prior to the meeting, Sheriff Donahue provided a brief overview of participant expectations. Ashley 
Anderson provided a brief Zoom etiquette introduction.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Elliott called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The pledge of allegiance occurred.  
 
OVERVIEW OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Southwest District Health District Director Nikki Zogg presented an overview of public comments 
received. Approximately 1,300 comments were submitted through the survey monkey online submission 
mechanism made available to members of the public to provide comments in advance of the meeting. 
Nikki clarified that this was not conducted as a scientific poll, residency of those who provided comments 
was not verified but that some of those who provided comments provided their county of residency and 
based on those comments Adams, Canyon, Gem, Payette, Owyhee, and Washington Counties were 
represented within the public comments submitted.  
 
Feedback was divided mandates from non-mandates with approximately 58% of comments expressing 
viewpoints against mandating. Overarching themes included individuals should have the right to choose 
and make informed decisions; anti-constitutionality and overreach of government; false sense of 
protection; comments asking that the health district consider recommending but not mandating; 
recommending in situations indoor and for staff and students; and recommending move to stage 3.  
 
Approximately 42% of comments in favor expressed viewpoints in favor of rolling back a phase, limiting 
large gatherings, limiting school openings or utilizing online mechanisms for education. Overarching 
themes included evidenced based mitigation strategies are known and effective; stricter mitigation will 
decrease exposure at work primarily from small business owners, teachers, and health care workers; and 
need to educate public about mandates.  
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Nikki summarized comments from the health districts’ hospitals regarding capacity to provide necessary 
healthcare for non-COVID-19 condition, the increasing trend of hospitalization for COVID-19, needing 
to postpone elective procedures, health care provider fatigue and staffing shortage impacts.  
 
As a board member personally not as a chairman, Chairman Elliott explained that he was appointed to the 
position of the Southwest District Health Board of Health by the other two commissioners in his county 
as were the other board members. Each Board of County Commissioners within the health district’s six 
counties then confirm each board member appointment. In this position he explained in this particular 
meeting the goal is to and what he views as his responsibility is to make sure that people who need to be 
able to receive medical attention can do so when they need it.  
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE DECISIONS REGARDING MITIGATION STRATEGIES TO 
SLOW THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 AND LIMIT EXPOSURE TO HIGH RISK POPULATIONS 
Board members discussed possible recommendations regarding mitigation strategies in order to slow the 
spread of covid-19 and limit exposure to high risk populations including recommended face coverings, 
recommended limited density of people at large events and recommended limitations to visitors at older 
care facilities and correctional facilities.  
 
Commissioner Purdy began discussing the effects of mask mandates where they have been implemented.  
Chairman Elliott clarified that we are not discussing mandates and are addressing recommendations as 
noted on the agenda.  
 
Commissioner Purdy conveyed that if we put any more recommendations on some of these long term care 
facilities then the mental health consequences will be far worse than anything else that could happen.  
 
Board members discussed allowing people to have the freedom to choose the level of risk they want to 
accept, to be willing to accept the numerous opinions on these issues, and continue encouraging people to 
step up to take precautions as many businesses are already doing.  
 
MOTION: Commissioner Dale made a motion to authorize Southwest District Health to issue 
recommendations as set forth in items 1, 2, and 3 on the agenda including 1.) Recommendation to wear a 
face covering when the SWDH COVID-19 Health Alert Level is at or above Yellow (Low) in public 
areas where physical distancing of at least 6 feet between non-household members is not possible; 2.) 
Recommendation to limit the density of persons at events to 1 person per 64 square feet of space when the 
SWDH COVID-19 Health Alert Level is at or above Yellow (Low) and 3.) Recommendation to 
temporarily suspend visitation to older adult living and correctional facilities when new cases of COVID-
19 are detected within the facility or when the SWDH COVID-19 Health Alert Level is Red (High).  
 
Commissioner Aberasturi seconded the motion. Five in favor; one in opposition; motion carries.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:48 a.m.  
 
Adjourn meeting at 10:48 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted:   Approved as written: 

    
Nikole Zogg    Bryan Elliott   Dated: July 28, 2020 
Secretary to the Board   Chairman  
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