
 

 
 

Adams, Canyon, Gem, Owyhee, Payette and Washington Counties 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 

 

 

BOARD MEMBERS:  

Georgia Hanigan, Commissioner, Payette County -  present  

Nate Marvin, Commissioner, Washington County - (present via videoconference) 

Tom Dale, Commissioner, Canyon County – present 

Kelly Aberasturi, Commissioner, Owyhee County - present 

Viki Purdy, Commissioner, Adams County –- not present 

Sam Summers, MD, Physician Representative – present  

Bryan Elliott, Commissioner, Gem County - present 

     

STAFF MEMBERS:   
Nikki Zogg, Jaime Aanensen, Doug Doney, Katrina Williams, Troy Cunningham, Clay Roscoe, Ashley 

Anderson, Ricky Bowman, Rachel Pollreis 

 

GUESTS: Three members of the public attending in person; guests viewing live stream to SWDH You 

Tube page; several videoconference attendees presenting information for the Board of Health meeting 

 

Chairman Elliott called the meeting to order at 9:09 a.m.  

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

No changes to the agenda were noted. 

 

MOTION: Commissioner Dale moved to approve the agenda as presented. Dr. Summers seconded the 

motion. All in favor; motion carries.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No members of the public requested the opportunity to make public comments.  

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW EMPLOYEES 

New employees from Clinics Division and Environmental and Community Health Services Division were 

introduced. The new employees fielded several questions from board members including whether 

pushback is still being received during contact tracing investigations. Staff reported that pushback 

regarding contact tracing has lessened.  

 

APPROVE JULY 28, 2020 BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES 
MOTION TO APPROVE:  Commissioner Dale moved to approve the July 28, 2020 Board of Health 

Meeting minutes as presented. Dr. Summers seconded the motion.  

 

WITHDRAWAL OF MOTION: Commissioner Dale did not attend the July 28, 2020 Board of Health 

meeting and withdrew his motion to approve the minutes.  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE: Dr. Summers moved to approve the July 28, 2020 Board of Health meeting 

minutes as presented. Commissioner Hanigan seconded the motion. All in favor; motion carries.  
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APPROVE AUGUST 11, 2020 SPECIAL BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES 

MOTION TO APPROVE: Commissioner Dale moved to approve the August 11, 2020 Board of Health 

Special Meeting minutes as presented. Dr. Summers seconded the motion. All in favor; motion carries.  

 

JULY 2020 EXPENDITURE AND REVENUE REPORT 

Troy Cunningham presented the July 2020 Expenditure and Revenue report.  

 

COVID-19 FUNDING 

Troy Cunningham presented an update on COVID-19 funding sources. He anticipates CARES funding 

will be sufficient for all anticipated COVID-19 expenditures. The reimbursements are challenging due to 

the requirements for detail. Troy and his team will be meeting with team managers to identify specific 

activities to allocate for CARES funding. 

 

Troy has not hired any additional permanent staff to assist in finance. One temporary staff member began 

two weeks ago and is assisting with some of the administrative tasks. Currently, four staff members assist 

with finance team responsibilities. 

 

REVIEW, UPDATE, AND APPROVAL OF BOARD OF HEALTH BYLAWS 

As requested at the Board of Health meeting held on July 28, 2020, Mike Kane, SWDH legal counsel, has 

reviewed the proposed changes to the Board of Health Bylaws. Nikki summarized the proposed changes 

to board members.  

 

MOTION: Dr. Summers moved to approve the amended Board of Health Bylaws as presented. 

Commissioner Marvin seconded the motion. All in favor; motion carries.   

 

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT HEALTH SUCCESSION POLICY 

As requested at the Board of Health meeting held on July 28, 2020, Mike Kane, SWDH legal counsel 

reviewed the Succession Policy. Nikki presented the policy for Board of Health member review and 

approval. She explained that although most of the agency’s policies do not pass through Board of Health 

this one seemed particularly relevant as the Director’s authorities would be designated to other staff.   

 

Board members had no input or suggestions for change.  

 

MOTION: Dr. Summers moved to approve the Succession Policy as presented. Commissioner Marvin 

seconded the motion. All in favor; motion carries. 

 

COVID-19 SITUATION UPDATE 
Doug Doney provided an update on the agency’s COVID-19 event response. He explained that currently 

plans are to work to operationalize the agency’s COVID-19 response efforts into every day program 

activities. The plan would have COVID-19 function as just another program within our agency similar to 

smoking cessation or adolescent pregnancy. This allows the agency to plan for the future and absorb these 

duties and allows staff to be dedicated to this program and response efforts. Operationalizing the event 

response also provides a long-term process allowing us to return to day-to-day operations and 

management of all of these programs.  

 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, MULTI AGENCY COORDINATION CALL UPDATES 

Commissioner Dale provided an update on a recent conversation with an Ada County Commissioner 

about how to change the discussion from the focus of who is in charge and who will be forced to comply 

with mandates to COVID-19 is real, it is not a hoax and is not a conspiracy. He suggested working to 

change the message to raise educational awareness and encourage communities to learn how to cope 

long-term with the virus. Canyon County and Ada County are working to organize interviews with people 

who have been sick with COVID-19.  
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Commissioner Dale provided a brief summary of the recent Executive Council meeting to discuss the 

special legislative session that would include legislation to limit public health districts’ abilities to do 

closure or mandates. 

 

HOSPITAL COVID-19 DATA AND TRENDS 

At the last regular Board of Health meeting, Board members requested information regarding how 

hospitals collect data. In response to that request, Nikki arranged for Travis Leach, President of Saint 

Alphonsus Medical Center, Nampa, to present information.  

 

Travis presented information regarding active COVID-19 cases in the United States and the spread of the 

virus throughout the country. Currently, 17% persons tested by Saint Alphonsus are COVID-19 positive. 

In the Boise health system there are 49 patients that are hospitalized with COVID-19. Going back to early 

June there were two patients hospitalized within their entire hospital system.  

 

He explained that between 14 to 21 days after a change in behavior such as attendance at a large gathering 

or holiday weekend the hospital experiences a jump in cases. In late July, the hospitals were becoming 

very concerned with approximately 69 COVID-19 patients hospitalized.  

 

Commissioner Dale asked for an estimate of the average hospital stay for treatment for COVID-19 

specifically. Travis explained that consistently hospital stays are seven to ten days.  

 

Positivity rate is another determinant that hospitals look at. These data are all tests across their health 

system and is hard to filter by specific county. Currently, they are seeing a 17% positivity rate. At the end 

of July, Saint Alphonsus stopped testing asymptomatic people due to a shortage in testing supplies.  

 

He explained that the hospital system has seen less ventilator use as providers are utilizing more prone 

positioning allowing patients to lie on their stomachs to help increase breathing capacity.  

 

Travis also explained that hospital capacity is not just about hospital beds. Hospital beds are a part of 

hospital capacity and have some simple flex methods to use non-conventional methods. Impacts to 

hospital capacity include:  

 

- Physical beds 

- Equipment/medications/supplies 

- Staffing  

 

He explained that the Saint Alphonsus workforce is significantly impacted and currently has about 100 

staff out due to COVID-19. Of these staff members with COVID-19 or exposure to COVID-19, the 

majority are not contracting it at the hospital and contact tracing investigations have revealed sources of 

exposure include backyard BBQs, community spread, and carpooling.  

 

Other hospital capacity considerations include preparations for fall which brings respiratory illness and 

increased demand on overall hospital capacity.  

 

Board members asked whether there is truth to the assertion that hospitals are gaining money from 

treating COVID-19 patients. Travis explained that the cost of caring for a COVID-19 patient is very high. 

In addition, hospitals have also reduced elective procedures which has impacted their revenues.  

 

Board members also asked about a myth regarding doctors being prohibited from using 

hydroxychloroquine as a treatment. Travis explained that there is no ban on using hydroxychloroquine. 

The physicians depend on the evidence but are just not seeing proof of improvements with the 

administration of hydroxychloroquine. It is available for physicians to prescribe but there are no benefits 

to its use being seen.  
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SWDH COVID-19 HEALTH ALERT LEVEL UPDATE 

Rachel Pollreis, Research Analyst, Sr., presented updated criteria for the health alert levels. She explained 

some goals and targets for the different alert levels. She described adjustments made to the criteria rate.  

 

Nikki mentioned the long-term care facility criteria has been expanded to include other congregate living 

facilities.  

 

Nikki explained she has had conversations with Idaho Department of Health and Welfare and schools to 

help determine how to provide solid data to schools. The school framework provided for decision making 

has been a little vague. Southwest District Health staff are working with schools and have reviewed a 

well-defined plan developed by West Virginia. The state staff and some public health districts’ staff are 

investigating that plan and identifying more definitive criteria being used to help determine risk in schools 

and how to keep schools open.  

 

MOTION: Dr. Summers made a motion to adopt as presented the changes to the health alert levels. 

Commissioner Hanigan seconded the motion. All in favor; motion passes.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Special Legislative Session Update 

Information on the proposed special legislative session next week was provided earlier in the meeting 

during Commissioner Dale’s Executive Council report.  

 

Letters received from business owners, family care physicians 
Nikki Zogg provided a summary of an open letter to mayors, health district directors, and several others 

that was signed by over 30 family physicians. The signers of the letters ask that Canyon County considers 

face covering mandates and returning to Stage 1.  

 

Nikki also summarized a letter writing campaign from which she received a group of form letters signed 

by approximately 13 various business owners from Caldwell and Nampa. These letters ask for a face 

covering mandate so that they can better enforce measures within their businesses. Board members 

support a private business instituting any requirements they deem necessary. The health district and board 

members will support the decisions of business owners as they work to determine the level of precautions 

necessary for them to ensure the safety of their staff and patrons.  

 

Dr. Summers explained that after visiting with some business owners a mask mandate makes it easier to 

help enforce wearing face coverings in their businesses.  

 

Nikki asked if Board members want her to respond to the business owner letters and if so what message 

to include. Board members support writing a response with the message that SWDH and its Board of 

Health members support whatever business owners choose to mandate within their businesses.  

 

There being no further input or questions, the meeting adjourned at 11:51 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted:   Approved as written: 

 

    
Nikole Zogg    Bryan Elliott   Dated: September 22, 2020 

Secretary to the Board   Chairman  

 

 


