
 

 
 

Adams, Canyon, Gem, Owyhee, Payette and Washington Counties 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, October 26, 2021 

 

BOARD MEMBERS:  

Georgia Hanigan, Commissioner, Payette County – present via Zoom 

Lyndon Haines, Commissioner, Washington County – present via Zoom 

Keri Smith, Commissioner, Canyon County – not present 

Kelly Aberasturi, Commissioner, Owyhee County – present 

Viki Purdy, Commissioner, Adams County –- present 

Sam Summers, MD, Physician Representative – present 

Bryan Elliott, Commissioner, Gem County – present 

     

STAFF MEMBERS:   

In person: Nikki Zogg, Katrina Williams, Josh Campbell, Alexis Pickering, Jaime Aanensen, Lisa Bahr 

 

Via Zoom: Troy Cunningham, Rachel Pollreis, Ashley Anderson, Doug Doney, Chuck Washington, 

Jaime Aanensen 

 

GUESTS:   

Dennis Owsley, Idaho Department of Water Resources, attended the meeting in-person. Guests viewed 

the live stream via SWDH You Tube page. 

 

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER 

Chairman Bryan Elliott called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Meeting attendees participated in the pledge of allegiance.  

 

ROLL CALL 

Commissioner Aberasturi – present; Dr. Summers – present; Chairman Elliott – present; Commissioner 

Hanigan – present via Zoom; Commissioner Purdy – present; Commissioner Haines – present via Zoom; 

Commissioner Smith – not present 

 

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS; APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

MOTION: Dr. Summers made a motion to accept the agenda as presented. Commissioner Hanigan 

seconded the motion. All in favor; motion carries.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 21, 2021 

MOTION: Dr. Summers made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 21, 2021 Board of 

Health meeting as presented. Commissioner Haines seconded the motion. Six in favor; one abstained; 

motion passes. 

 

IN-PERSON PUBLIC COMMENT 

No members of the public provided in-person public comment.  

 

OPEN DISCUSSION 

Commissioner Purdy asked if septic program information will be provided today as some Adams County 

residents continue to have concerns. Nikki suggested Commissioner Purdy can reach out to Jaime 

Aanensen to resolve her questions.  
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Commissioner Purdy also asked if SWDH is considering a permanent COVID-19 response branch. Nikki 

clarified that our COVID-19 staff are filling limited-service positions due to continued need for COVID-

19 response efforts.  

 

COVID-19 SITUATION UPDATE 

Data show a very slow decline in case rate and staff are seeing a notable decrease in new cases among the 

13-to-18-year-old age group. Planning phone calls have begun to discuss transitioning away from Crisis 

Standards of Care for the local hospitals. Nikki also discussed natural immunity and breakthrough cases.  

 

Commissioner Purdy asked for VAERS (Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System) information. 

 

Dr. Summers pointed out that vaccines are not designed to eliminate the disease but rather to reduce the 

symptoms of the illness and reduce associated death and hospitalizations.  

  

COVID-19 RESPONSE LETTER TO GOVERNOR 

Nikki submitted a letter to the Governor requesting implementation of a structured response for the 

COVID-19 event. The director of Idaho Department of Health and Welfare (IDHW) and director of Idaho 

Office of Emergency Management (IOEM) responded requesting clarification. Nikki sent a response 

letter and following that, IDHW reached out to request a phone call be scheduled to further discuss.  

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW EMPLOYEES 

Division administrators introduced new staff.  

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 EXPENDITURE AND REVENUE REPORT 

Troy Cunningham, SWDH Financial manager, presented the September 2021 Expenditure and Revenue 

Report.  

 

WESTERN IDAHO COMMUNITY HEALTH COLLABORATIVE (WICHC) UPDATE 

Alexis Pickering, Health Strategist, provided an update on the Western Idaho Community Health 

Collaborative (WICHC). She explained the partners helping to fund the collaborative, the organizations 

participating in the collaborative, and some of the challenges the collaborative is working to address. 

Alexis also explained the upcoming Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) will be a joint effort 

and the first of its kind in the Treasure Valley. It will consolidate the assessment efforts by multiple 

organizations into a single CHNA. The goal of the CHNA is to develop a user-friendly, accessible data 

dashboard with a joint implementation plan slated for 2023 or 2024.  

 

Commissioner Purdy asked how we are housing workforce and protecting open trails. Alexis explained 

that our area is currently undergoing an affordable housing crisis. The WICHC goal is to provide 

recommendations to an already developed property.  

 

In response to the open trails question, Alexis explained that across the 10-county region of Central 

District Health and Southwest District Health, people are unaware of where the open trails are and how to 

access them because they are poorly marked with little signage. The goal is to mark those trails and 

encourage use and physical activity to help reduce the obesity rate.  

 

Board members asked Alexis to bring the completed CHNA back to board members for review upon 

completion.   
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PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER QUARTERLY UPDATE 

Ashley Anderson, SWDH Public Information Officer, provided board members with a quarterly update.  

 

AQUIFER STABILITY 

Dennis Owsley, Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR), presented information on aquifer 

stability focusing on hydrogeology across the Treasure Valley.  

 

PUBLIC DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS 

Lisa Bahr, Environmental Health Specialist, Senior, discussed public drinking water systems, the 

implementation of regulation, and the impact of public drinking water systems on public health.  

 

REGION 3 BEHAVIORAL HEALTH BOARD 

Nikki provided an update on the contractual relationship with the Behavioral Health Board (BHB). She 

summarized the concerns sent to the Division of Behavioral Health (DBH) regarding continuing the 

contract with IDHW to support the BHB. Nikki provided a summary of the scope of the contract and 

summarized what is required in the contract. Nikki discussed two options to continue the contractual 

relationship. She asked for feedback or guidance prior to the Executive Committee meeting for the 

Behavioral Health Board scheduled for tomorrow, Wednesday, October 27, 2021. Board members 

support Nikki providing options for proceeding with the SWDH and BHB relationship and hopes that 

BHB Executive Council members bring some ideas as well.  

 

HOUSE BILL 316 

Many logistics for the transition in funding are still being worked out. Nikki shared information regarding 

a rule change and explained that most of the districts will likely still look to the Department of Human 

Resources (DHR) to continue to seek support for training and other personnel needs.  

 

Nikki asked for guidance from Board members regarding how much of the House Bill 316 transitions 

they wish to be involved in. Board members are comfortable with Nikki and Commissioner Hanigan as 

Trustee to make solid decisions and asked for information and updates on the decisions made going 

forward. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Strategic Plan Update, Goals and Processes 

Nikki provided a brief summary on the progress of updating the agency’s strategic plan including some of 

the higher-level goals initially identified. Sam Kenny, SWDH Project Manager, will present more detailed 

information as the update progresses.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

At 12:03 p.m. Chairman Elliott made a motion to go into Executive Session in accordance with Idaho 

Code 4-206(1)(f). Commissioner Elliott seconded the motion. Board members were polled. Purdy – aye; 

Summers – aye; Haines – aye; Hanigan – aye. Elliott – aye. Aberasturi – aye.   

 

At 12:19 p.m. members came out of Executive Session. No decisions were made.  
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There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m.  

 

    
Nikole Zogg    Bryan Elliott   Dated: November 16, 2021 

Secretary to the Board   Chairman  

 


