
 

 
 

Adams, Canyon, Gem, Owyhee, Payette and Washington Counties 

BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, November 16, 2021 

 

BOARD MEMBERS:  

Georgia Hanigan, Commissioner, Payette County – present 

Lyndon Haines, Commissioner, Washington County – present  

Keri Smith, Commissioner, Canyon County – present 

Kelly Aberasturi, Commissioner, Owyhee County – present 

Viki Purdy, Commissioner, Adams County –- present 

Sam Summers, MD, Physician Representative – present 

Bryan Elliott, Commissioner, Gem County – present 

     

STAFF MEMBERS:   

In person: Nikki Zogg, Katrina Williams, Sam Kenney, Jaime Aanensen, Mitch Kiester, Robin Doney 

 

Via Zoom: Troy Cunningham, Rachel Pollreis, Ashley Anderson, Doug Doney, Chuck Washington 

 

GUESTS: Members of the public attended the meeting.  

 

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER 

Chairman Bryan Elliott called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Meeting attendees participated in the pledge of allegiance.  

 

ROLL CALL 

Commissioner Aberasturi – present; Dr. Summers – present; Chairman Elliott – present; Commissioner 

Hanigan – present; Commissioner Purdy – present; Commissioner Haines – present; Commissioner Smith 

- present.  

 

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS; APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

MOTION: Commissioner Smith made a motion to accept the agenda as presented. Commissioner Haines 

seconded the motion. All in favor; motion carries.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – OCTOBER 26, 2021 

MOTION: Dr. Summers made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 26, 2021 Board of 

Health meeting as presented. Commissioner Haines seconded the motion. All in favor; motion passes. 

 

IN-PERSON PUBLIC COMMENT 

Eleven members of the public attended the meeting. Several provided in-person public comment. The 

topic of concern centered around SWDH mobile vaccination clinics administering vaccinations to 

children at school locations without their parents present.  

 

Following public comment, Nikki communicated to the board members that processes are in place to 

ensure parental consent is obtained; however, given the sensitivity of this situation she proposed SWDH 

not run any COVID-19 vaccination clinics where parents or guardians are not present. SWDH staff can 

work to facilitate coordination with schools to allow after school hour vaccines. Board members 

supported this approach.  
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OPEN DISCUSSION AND SEPTIC FOLLOW UP 

Board members participated in open discussion. Commissioner Purdy shared concerns regarding septic 

permits that were already approved being revoked or rescinded. Commissioner Purdy asked if a soil test 

can be taken to determine suitability to build. Mitch Kiester, SWDH Program Manager, asked for more 

information about the rescinded building permit. Mitch also explained that a soil test is an option to 

determine soil suitability and SWDH staff are willing to help facilitate soil testing when groundwater 

monitoring is not required. More information on groundwater monitoring will be presented at the 

December Board of Health meeting scheduled for Tuesday, December 14, 2021.  

  

COVID-19 RESPONSE LETTER TO GOVERNOR 

Nikki submitted a letter to the Governor requesting implementation of a structured response for the 

COVID-19 event. The director of Idaho Department of Health and Welfare (IDHW) and director of Idaho 

Office of Emergency Management (IOEM) responded requesting clarification. Nikki sent a response 

letter and following that, IDHW reached out to request a phone call be scheduled to further discuss.  

 

Overall, it was a good conversation and IOEM and IDHW were interested in making some changes. Both 

agencies expect to have internal conversations and then follow up with Nikki.  

 

As Board members requested, Nikki shared the letter with other health districts. While the letter is of 

interest to them and they appreciate being informed, at this point none have a desire to send a similar 

letter to the Governor.  

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW EMPLOYEES 

Division administrators introduced new staff.  

 

OCTOBER 2021 EXPENDITURE AND REVENUE REPORT 

Troy Cunningham, SWDH Financial Manager, presented the October 2021 Expenditure and Revenue 

Report.  

 

ZWYGART JOHN AND ASSOCIATES LETTER OF ENGAGEMENT 

Troy Cunningham presented a letter of engagement from Zwygart John and Associates regarding 

providing services for financial statement preparation. The intent of this request is to review how our 

financials are compiled. Eide Bailly has been compiling these reports. The letter of engagement from 

Zwygart John and Associates acknowledges that for financial report preparation to be created inside of an 

auditing agency there must be mitigating control. The letter also stipulates that Zwygart John and 

Associates staff will continue to maintain independence.  

 

Troy asked for approval to set those mitigating factors in place as stated within the engagement letter. 

Board members expressed concerns about financial development and audits taking place within the same 

agency. Commissioner Smith suggested proceeding with a Request for Proposal (RFP) process to seek 

other service providers. Troy clarified that the cost of this service will not require a RFP but will just 

involve getting other bids. Nonetheless, the board’s guidance was to follow a RFP process.  

 

VAERS (VACCINE ADVERSE EVENT REPORTING SYSTEM) 

Rachel Pollreis, SWDH Data Analyst, Sr., provided information on the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting 

System (VAERS).  

 

WESTERN IDAHO COMMUNITY CRISIS CENTER QUARTERLY UPDATE 

Sam Kenney, SWDH Project Manager, presented the Western Idaho Community Crisis Center 

(WIDCCC) Quarterly Update. The second quarter for WIDCCC ended in September. She provided data 
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around summer census numbers noting a downward trend especially with those accessing the crisis center 

for housing needs. This is typical due to the availability of alternative housing solutions in the summer 

such as camping and sleeping in vehicles. Sam explained that 78% of those accessing WIDCCC services 

are from Canyon County.  

 

YOUTH BEHAVIORAL HEALTH UPDATE 

Sam Kenney provided an update on SWDH efforts to address gaps and needs in youth behavioral health 

access across our region. In August, Rachel provided data surrounding youth and families needing 

behavioral health support. Since then, options and resources for families for crisis services and behavioral 

health intervention have been being investigated.  

 

An initial conversation with stakeholders was held last week. The group will meet again in January.  

 

TRUSTEE AND EXECUTIVE COUNCIL UPDATE 

Nikki Zogg provided an update on the recent Trustee and Executive Council Meeting. The trustees voted 

to change the funding formula for the home visiting funds received. The public health district directors 

had been working on this task due to a reduction in funding from the most recent legislative session.  

 

Nikki also reported that she shared the letter to the Governor with the other health districts as Board 

members requested. The other health districts appreciated the information and the update on the initial 

correspondence and follow up correspondence received. At this point, other health districts do not express 

interest in drafting something similar to submit for consideration but are interested in continuing to be 

informed of how the conversations go.  

 

OPIOID SETTLEMENT SIGN ON 

At the last board meeting, Nikki shared information on the opioid settlement agreement and the 

requirements for SWDH to choose to receive the funds. Today, Nikki provided information for SWDH 

high priority areas for expending opioid settlement funds if the Board chooses to accept the settlement 

terms. Nikki asked for board member input on how to spend these funds that may be available in part by 

January 2022 with more coming in June 2022 or July 2022.  

 

Board members discussed whether to prioritize education and prevention or treatment. Commissioner 

Purdy explained that the consensus from Adams County is that the time for talking and teaching about 

opioids is past and there is now a need for an actual treatment program for opioids and meth. Dr. 

Summers agrees there is a need for treatment programs.  

 

Nikki will put together some thoughts and bring it back to the Board to review and react to.  

 

MOTION: Commissioner Haines made a motion for Chairman Elliott to sign the opioid settlement 

agreement as presented. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. All in favor; motion passes.  

 

APPROVE 2022 BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING SCHEDULE  

Nikki presented a 2022 Board of Health meeting schedule for board member review and approval.  

 

MOTION: Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the 2022 public meeting notice as presented. 

Commissioner Haines second the motion. All in favor; motion passes.  
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WASTE DISPOSAL SITES 

Mitch Kiester, SWDH Program Manager, provided information to board members regarding a lack of 

places to dispose of FOG (fats, oils, and grease) waste. This waste is not licensed by SWDH and the only 

disposal site in our area that accepts FOG waste no longer accepts the pumpable waste from pumper 

trucks outside of its own company. This creates a challenge for disposal of this waste. Department of 

Environmental Quality (DEQ) is trying to expedite the process of approving additional disposal sites.  

 

The concern is that if vendors are unable to find a place within the counties for disposal of this pumpable 

FOG waste there may be pushback against counties.  

 

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH BOARD (BHB) CONTRACT  

Nikki Zogg presented an overview of obligations for the contract between SWDH and the Division of 

Behavioral Health (DBH). She summarized the communication and events since May and explained the 

two options being considered for the contract: 1.) change the staffing model to support the BHB and still 

comply with the contract obligation we have and 2.) look toward terminating the contract.  

 

Board members discussed the implications of early termination as well as the staff impact of continuing 

with the contract. Since May, the consensus of the SWDH BoH has been to move forward toward 

terminating the contract unless there is a BHB leadership change. If contract termination occurs, SWDH 

will help with that transition and allow the BHB to find an alternative solution and ensure there is 

continuity.  

 

Board members directed Nikki to reach out to legal counsel to inquire about the process for causal 

termination of the contract with DBH and proceed with that process. Commissioner Haines has been 

recently appointed to the BHB and will advise if anything changes at the meeting on Wednesday, 

November 17. The termination process could be halted if Commissioner Haines reports back that there 

have been changes.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted:   Approved as written: 

    
Nikole Zogg    Kelly Aberasturi  Dated: December 14, 2021 

Secretary to the Board   Vice-Chairman  

   

 


